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Richard P. Simonian is president of 
Maritime Communication Services 
(MCS), a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Harris Corporation. He reports to 
the group president, Government 
Communications Systems Division 
(GCSD). MCS specializes in man-
aged satellite communication sys-
tems and services for the maritime 
community, remote land-based 
communication solutions, and 
deep-ocean buoy communication 
systems.

Prior to assuming his current posi-
tion, Mr. Simonian served as vice 
president of Operations for MCS, 
overseeing the operations of MCS’s 
worldwide network of communica-
tion systems on land and at sea.

Mr. Simonian was previously re-
sponsible for pursuit and program 
execution for the Department of 
Homeland Security and other civil 
agencies with emphasis on the 
U.S. Coast Guard. He also served 
as vice president of Engineering, 
overseeing 1,000 system, soft-
ware, and support engineers. He 
led the achievement of SEI CMM 
Level 4 within the division. He has 

extensive background in program 
management and engineering pro-
cesses, research and development 
planning, and management of 
information technology advances.

He earned his B.S. in computer  
science from Ohio State University 
and an M.S. in computer science 
from the University of Florida. 

Mr. Simonian is a member of AFCEA 
and the Association for Comput-
ing Machinery, is chairman of the 
University of Florida Dean’s Advisory 
Board, and a Board member of 
Central Florida Junior Achievement. 
He has also served on advisory 
boards for the University of Central 
Florida and the Florida Institute of 
Technology.

Harris is an international communi-
cations and information technology 
company serving government and 
commercial markets in more than 
150 countries. Harris is dedicated 
to developing best-in-class assured 
communications® products, systems, 
and services. 

Richard P. Simonian


